A REPORT OF THE AOAC - AOCS - AACC - ASTM

INTERSOCIETY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

The ASTM and the AOAC are two societies that have the same basic
objectives; the establishment of standard‘methods of analysis by collabora-
tive tests that are acceptable, precise, and accurate.

The brocedure bylwhich both societies establish their standard methods
is also quite similar, for both societies use the interlaboratory methods
of testing as well as the intralaboratory tests. The ASTM designates its
interlaboratory test procedures as 'round robin" while the AOAC defines
its as "collaborative' tests.

Until a few yéars ago there was but little duplicatioﬁ of methods
standardization by tﬁe two societies due to the wide variety of methods
applicable to a multitude of materials. Witﬁ the establishment of E-15
"Analysis and Testing of Industrial Chemicals' by ASTM it became apparent
that here was an area where considerable duplication could develop.

It seemed but logical that some procedure could be déﬁised whereby,
such duplication of objectives, use of trained personnel, as well as lab-
oratory facilities could be avoided or minimized. But even more important,
it should be possible for the two societies to be mutually helpful to each
other in the development of new or modified methods of analysis.

Early in 1965, Willits and Ensminger of AOAC met ﬁith Mr. T. A.
Marshall, Executive Secretary of ASTM to see what could be done. As a

result, not only was it agreed that a liaison should be established



between the AOAC and ASTM but that the liaison should aiso include the
AOCS ‘because they too are concerned with establishing standard methods
of analysis of chemicals of the same general-nature as those that concern
ADAC and ASTM.

~The AOCS was therefore invited to join and they accepted the invitation
to participate in this joint effort.

The first meeting was held November 16, 1965 at ASTM headquarters in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Each of the three societies were represented by
three of their members to serve on the "JOINT AOCS-AOAC-ASTM LIALSON COMMITTEE'".
Mr. L. C. Gilbert of the ASTM staff served as secretary and was elected
chairman.

Chairman Gilbert outlined thé purpose of the joint committee''-- to explore
areas of common interest and consider how the three organi.zations might co=
ordinate their activities in these areas." It was recognized that there are
areas of overlapping interest in the three organizations, particularly in
the development and publication of standards. The scope of the three organ-
izations was defined as follows:

AMERICAN OIL CHEMISTS' SOCIETY

A professional association with specialized commi ttees engaged in research

N
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and collaborative testing, the Society provides an analytiéal testing service
on the chemistry and technology of oils, fats, waxes, their constituents and
compounds, and allied products.

ASSOCIATION OF OFFICIAL ANALYTICAL CHEMISTS

AOAC is the professional organizati on of State and Federal scientists

devoted to developing, testing, and approving methods for the analysis of



fertilizers, feeds, pesticides, foods, drugs, cosmetics, caustic poisons and
other materials related to agricultural and public health pursuits,

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TESTING AND MATERTATLS

The promotion of knowledge of the materials of engineering, and the

standardization of specifications and the methods of testing.

THE AOAC~ASTM-AOCS JOINT LIAISON COMMITTEE

It was fecognized there was coordination'ét the committee level in many
cases. Referring more specifically, an illustration was given with respect
to the organization of ASTM‘Committee E-lS on Analysis. and Testing of Industrial
Chemicals where it was soon apparent that standards were already in progress
in AOAC and that liaison should be established; Committee E~-15 took advantage
of the work accomplished in AOAC in the development of an ASTM test method.,
Another‘aréa in which iiaison has been accomplished is represented by the
Joint Committee on Fatty Acids which is jointly sponsored by the Fatty Acids
Produceré Council, Fatty.Acids Committee of AOCS and ASTM., With ASTM as the
only one of tﬁe three organizations developing specifications, it was agreed
all further consideration will be with respect to metﬁods of tests and

possibly definitions of terms,

THE STANDARDIZATION PROCEDURE FOR NEW OR REVISED METHODS OF EACH OF THE SOCIETILES.

AOAC

A new project involving analytical'methods is referred to the General
Referee who re;iews the prbblem and if considered worthwhile assigns the
project to an Associéte Referee. The Associate Referee is selected as one

who is trained in the area of the assignment and who will provide voluntary

work on it. State and Federal agencies are depended upon to provide men in this



categorybas well as various universitieéo The Asséciatevkeferee studies
the problem and establishes initial ﬁesting using his owﬁ facilities, The
Associate Referee then drafts the\procedure and prepares samples whichbare
distributed to at least five iaboratories for a collabprative test program.
The Associate Referee than reports the metﬁods to the members of. the Subcommittee
on Recommendations of R_eferees° Following acceptance the method is'régorted
to the Aséociation fo; acceptance at its Annual Meeting. . It is then published
as Official First Action. Final action is taken not more than three yeafs
later.

ASTM

The initiation of standaydizétion projects in ASTM can begin at either
the top or botton ievel, that is, from requests sent té'ASTM Headquarters or
initiated by a member of a technical éommittee or subcommittee. At Headquarters,
staff members ascertain if there is an exiSting technical committeé whosg
scope would encompass the proposed pfoject, and if so, the request is directed
to that comnittee, If it is in a ﬁew field, further attention is'given<to the
breadth of fhe project and need for national sﬁandards, followed by the organi-
zation of a new technical committee. The technical committees usually orgénize
a task forcé>or subcommittee to consider and proceed with the development
of standards. These committees are guided by the Regulatiﬁns Governing ASTM
Technical Committees. There are over 100 ASTM technical committees, all
operating in a uniform manﬁer and with those developiné specifications main-
taining a balanced membership between producers, consumers and general interests.

The actual development of a standard is handled by.a subcommittee or working

group within the subcommittee. All necessary technical information, either

[



through a survey of 1iteraﬁur¢ or through round-robin testing program, is
obtained by this working group. - Approval is by letter ballot in subcommittee
and then main committee preliminafy to submittal to the Society for acceptancé
or approval, Standards are preseﬁted to the Society at‘the Annual Meeting or
by  the Interim Pyocedure for adoption which includes a letter ballot,
Tentatives are presented to the Society at the Annual Meeting or to the Admin=-
istrative Committee on Standards between annuél meetings and do not require

a Society letter ballot. Tentatives may be advanced to standard at the end

of one year. |

Proposals for Coordination = Screening Operation Among the Member Societiés

Each working group of a sociéty when given an assignment should become in-
formed of any similar development in the other two organizations before initiating
aqtuai work. One member of each organization will be recognized as the official
contact between the organizations. fhis contact man will inagurate a program
within his organization directed particularly to the working group chairman,
or the associate referee in order to establish a procedure whereby the securing
and screening of information would automatically be the first step in tle
activity of the working gfoupa The chairman of the working group will inform
tﬁe official contact of his projeét who then will funnel this information to
the Secretary of the Joint Liaison Committee., The secretary then forwards
the inéﬁiry toathe‘official contact in the other two societies. The official
contact will then circulaté the request within his organization in order to
obtain any specific information which would indicate whether there was any
activity of a similar=nature underrway or planned. The procedure is reversed
whereby information is relayed to t he official contact of the originating

organization with a copy to the Secretary of the Joint Liaison Committee,



The official contact then informs fhe working group chairman. It was tenta-
tively agreeavthat the official contact in each organization would be as
follows:

AOCS ~ Chairman of Uniform Mehtods Committee

.AOAC - Chairman of Liaison Committee |

ASTM - Staff Man,
March 1, 1966 was established as the deadline for receipt oﬁ'infdrmétion
by the Secretary. |

Coordination Procedures

Chairman Gilbert called attention to the successful operation of.joint
committees and subcommittees between ASTM and other societies - oné examplé
being the ASTM Committee D-23 in which certain subcommittees are joining
working groﬁps representing the American Chemical Sociéty, the Technicél'
Associatidn of the Pulp and Paper Industry, and ASTM. Attention was called to
the joint committee of the AOAC and the AOCS. There is also the mechanism of
having official representation from the other organizations on working groﬁﬁs.
The discussion ied to the suggestion of developing a guide on operating
procédure'tq insure proper coordination. It Qas felt further recommendatiéns
could not be made at this time on specific coordination'prqcedure, but that
it would be a major responsibility of phe Joint Liaison Committee and will be
given attention at a later date. Emphasis Qas blaced én establisﬁing the
screeniﬁg operation as outlined. This séreening woﬁld develop. information

on new projects as well as current projects.

General Acceptance of Standards

The question of proper acknowledgment by one of the organiZzations of a

method already published by anothérrorganiza:ion’was raised. Mr. Gilbert



cited how this is handled in ASTM whereby the designationbof the other organ-
ization is imprinted on the first pagé of the ASTM standard and in some cases,
further acknowledgment is made in’a foo;note.

The second meeting was held No?embér 23, 1966 with representative of
the three societies present. ‘Already the efforts of tﬁefcommittee ﬁerevbeing
felt. Inquiries already have been exchanged by committees of ASTM and Réferees
of the AOAC for information on methods being studied by the two sécietieé;

To better acquaint thg members of the other two soéieties, each soéiety
agreed to prepare lists of assignments -(AOAC), the minutes of appropriaté
committees and semi-annual reports (AOCS) and minutes of appropriaté:committees,
particularly E~15 (ASTM), for circulation to the secretaries of the other
member societies. |

This information was subsequently circulated to the different committees
or referees of each socieéy. The Interrealtions Committee was in complete
agreement that best results woﬁld be obtained by having the above information
made available to all of the interested subgroups of each society. The
materi al describing work done and the new wofk on methods of each society was
subsequently supplied to each society secretary for in;ersociety distribution.

The fourth meeting of the AOAC-AOCSfASTM Intersociety Relations Committee
was held February 16, 1968 at ASTM headquarters.,

Dr. Sobatzki, chairman of the ASTM representatives, chaired the meeting.
He announced that Mr. L. C. Gilbert, Associate Secretary of ASTM, who has
served as the secretary of the Intersociety Relations Committee is retiring
and that Mr. M. D. Huber of the ASTM staff was subsequently elected secretafy

of the committee.



Action was taken on the desire of the (A)merican (Aossqciation of (C)ereal
(C)hemists to join the work of the committee and it was Qoted that the cereal
chemists be invited to join and to appoint three of their members to serve -
on the Intersociety Committee with dne of them being designated their chairman.
The invitation has been sent éo AACC who have accepted;

The committee agreed that othgr societies would not be contacted reiative
to affiliation, but.if any wanted to join-their requests would beAgivenléefious
consideration. With the addition of the AACC the commiftee voted to change
its name frém AOAC-AOCS~ASTM Liaison Committee to the broader one of AQAC-
AOCS-AACC-ASTM Intersociety Relations . Committee.

The committee réaffirmed its mission as stated in the minutes of its 1965

meeting "

...for purposes of coordination between the three societies in over-
lapping areas of interest to ayoid duplication qf effort and to afford the best
utilization of manpower..;." In achieving this it was also pointed out that it
was not the intent nor the purpose of thié Intersociety Committee to conduct
collaborative or round-robin tests of‘methods; instead it-would furnish
specific information to the interested groupé of the respectiveksociety}

The mechanics of dissemination of this information is divided into two
areas, The physical part, supplying each'society the progréms and scope of
the activity and interest of the other societies (that is now being done). The
other is to acquaint all interested parties and groups of each society of
the availability of this service. This latter is a basic objective of this

committee ~ to keep key personnel apprised of the work in the associate

societies and to encourage the use of the same terminology in all groups.



One way in which this will be done in ASTM is through an article for
publication in "Materials Research and Standards". Ihis same article will be
made in leaflet form for distributioﬁ to members of the associate societies
and submitted for publication in other journals.

-1 am proud to report that during the ﬁast four yéars the Intersociety.
Relations Committee is qémonstrating its true potential judging by.fhé num=-
bé? of requests thaf'have beén made of associate societigs for infgfmation
and assistance on the development of ne& methods and the adoption'of an exist-
ing method of one society by an associate society.

The Intersociety stands ready to serve‘and this is limited only By the
extent to which the working groups éf each soqiety is ﬁade aware of this
servicg. |

Cc. O. willits
General Chairman

AOAC-AOCS-AACC-ASTM Inter-
society Relations Committee



The 1968 representatives of the Intersociety Relations Committee are:

AOAC Members

Dr. C. 0. Willits (Chairman)

Eastern Utilization Research
and Development Division

U. S. Dept. Agriculture

Philadelphia, Pa. 19118

Mr, David Firestone

Division of Food Chemistry
Food and Drug Administration
Washington, D. C. 20204

Mr. Luther G. Ensminger

Assoc. of Off. Anal. Chemists
Box 540, Benjamin Franklin Sta.
Washington, D. C. 20044

ASTM Members _

Mr. R. L. Terrill, Pres. (Chairman)
Spencer Kellogg D1v. of Textron, Inc.
Box 807

Buffalo, New York 14240

Mr. R. J. Sobatzki

Quality Control Superlntendent
Rohm & Haas Company

5000 Richmond Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19137

Mr. Edwin Gallagher
National Lead Company
2607 E. Cumberland St,
Philadelphia, Pa., 19125

AOCS Members

Dr. E. M. Sallee (Chairman
The Proctor & Gamble Co,
Ivorydale Technical Center
Cincinnati, Ohio 45217

Dr. R. T. O'Connor

Southern Utilization Research
and Development Division

U." S. Dept, Agriculture 7

Box 19687, New Orleans, La. 70119

Mr. E. Handschumaker, Manager
Analytical Research

Spencer Kellogg Division of Textron

P, 0. Box 210, Buffalo, New York 14225

AACC Members

Mr. Wilbur C. Schaefer, Chairman

Northern Utilization Research and
Development Division

U. S. Dept, Agriculture

Peoria, Ill. 61604

Mr. Robert R. Joiner

Process Division, Research
Wallace and Turnan, Inc.

Box 0, Cedar Knolls, N. J. 07927

Mr. Edwin L. Sexton

Best Foods Division

Corn Products Company

99 Ave. A, Bayonne, N. J. 07002



